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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic situations of collaborative farm
members, (2) situations and problems of para rubber plantation by collaborative farm members, (3) knowledge
of collaborative farm members for Trichoderma spp. production and utilization, and (4) needs of collaborative
farm members for an extension of Trichoderma spp. Utilization. The research population was 331 para rubber
farmers participating in collaborative farms in Hatyai District of Songkhla Province and the samples were
calculated for 182 farmers and selected by simple random sampling. The data were collected by a structural
interview and analyzed to determine frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard
deviation, and ranking. The research findings showed that (1) collaborative farm members were average 57.49
years old, and most of them finished primary education. (2) The plantation was RRIM600 variety and found
disease in the plantation. They faced problems such as high price of chemical fertilizer, uncertainty price, and
lack of knowledge of fertilizer utilization and disease control. (3) The knowledge of Trichoderma spp.
production was indicated at the highest level in the topic of an incubation in the good aeration area with no
ants and insects, while knowledge of utilization was also stated at the highest level in term of no residues for
farmers. (4) They indicated their needs at high level in an extension from relevant agencies by conducting
demonstration of Trichoderma spp. production and utilization, therefore, practical training should be conducted

for farmers in order to apply Trichoderma spp. to control diseases in para rubber plantation.

Keywords: Para rubber plantation, Utilization of Trichoderma, Collaborative farmers, Agricultural extension
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